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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION 

As is usual with almost every newsletter or circular publication this year, I will open with the phrase 

“what weird times we are living through!”.  Hopefully, our lives are beginning to return to some sort of 

normality and certainly a return to sailing towards the end of our 2021 season was a welcome sign. 

We have our Christmas 2021 lunch to look forward to and a full sailing season in 2022—with luck!   

In September this year we held our 21st anniversary celebrations and the volunteer appreciation day.  

We also formally launched our new 303s -Twelfth Knight and Flo Bo - and I am including some photos of 

the day—with thanks/ acknowledgement to Chris Wales for letting me use the photos.  In fact, a big 

thanks and acknowledgment to Chris for all the photos and his work in taking most of them and making 

them available on the NFS website.  They are a great reminder of fun days over the years. 

Not mentioned anywhere else in the various reports in this newsletter is the 

fact that Tony and Mags Ryle have sourced new sails for our two 2.4s.  The old 

sails were getting—what is the word - tatty?  I have yet to use the 2.4s with 

the new sails but it is on my “must do” list early next season. 

 

Unfortunately, some of our long-standing members died over the last year.  If there are any others of 

which I am unaware, I apologise for not including them.  However, I am including short pieces on those 

that I do know about.  

If you would like to include any news or points in future newsletters, please let me know.  

Rowena Marsh 

 

Chairman:  Malcolm Bentley 

Editor:         Rowena Marsh 

newseditor@newforestsailability.co.uk 

Dates for your diary:  

NFS Christmas Lunch  
Monday 6 December 2021 
AGM 
Tuesday 11 January 2022 at 
2pm—via Zoom 
Start of Sailing Season 
Tuesday 5 April 
TT Regatta 
Wednesday 4 May 
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FROM OUR CHAIRMAN:  MALCOLM BENTLEY 

 
It was a great pleasure for sailors and volunteers alike to be back on the water this 
season, many of you having missed out entirely in 2020.  Generally, the weather 
was kind and we lost little sailing due to bad weather and the weed largely stayed 
away as well, which was an added bonus. 

Numbers were undoubtedly lower than two years ago both in sailors 
and volunteers, probably with around half the number of sailors.  We have no  
desire to return to the previous peak levels, which saw 70 sessions on some days, 

and made it too frenetic and stressful.  On the other hand, we would happily have more sailors and we 
have the boats available; the limiting factor would be having enough volunteers. 

We were delighted to welcome a number of new sailors and quite a few now have log books for 
the Certificates of Achievement giving plenty to work on when we restart next year, which should be at 
the beginning of April. 

We will be running a modest social media marketing campaign from January to try to attract new  
sailors and volunteers, however the most effective thing is of course word of mouth.  We can all help in 
a couple of ways: 

• Try to always have the benefit of Sailability in the back of your mind and think who amongst your 
range of family, friends, colleagues etc., and new people when you meet them, could  
benefit from it, whether as a sailor or volunteer.  Maybe particularly as people's circumstances 
change for example with work, retirement, health, family....... such that a new interest and  
activity is desired. 

• If you are a member of a club, organisation, society or charity, think whether other members may 
include likely candidates to benefit from Sailability.  Possible examples are sailing and yacht clubs, 
and organisations working with specific health issues such as strokes, spinal  
injuries, MS or amputees.  We can try to reach these members through the clubs’ or  
organisations’ newsletters, emails or by giving short talks. 

If you have any ideas or willingness to help, please let me know. 
 
 Malcolm Bentley 
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FROM OUR BOSUN:  RICHARD SAVILL 

Well - that was a year that was! 

A very big thank you to those skippers who helped after the lockdown, making it 
possible for us to take quite a lot of our disabled sailors out on the lake. 

All the fleet are now out of the water and “winterised”.  This was due to a sterling 
effort by the maintenance team, accelerated by the need to get finished before the 
major Ringwood /A31 road works started.  

Special thanks to Richard Bickford for towing and John Flintoft for co-ordinating the lift out of Jaffa and 
Tango.  Also, to Tony Ryle and Roy Arnold plus many other helpers for beaching and scrubbing down 
the 2.4's.  New recruit, Julian Mullins, has been getting our generator, capstan and pressure pump back 
in working order – so a big thanks to him as well. 

Due to Jaffa's outboard engine getting old, along with the control unit needing replacing, we decided to 
research the options before our workhorse safety boat gave up the ghost.  Fortunately, we have  
recently had some very generous donations, and it’s great to have those monies to enable us to  
undertake such a major project.  And with Japanese products starting to show signs of increases in  
prices, it makes sense to take advantage of current prices to buy a new engine (Japanese engines being 
the best available for our type of safety boat). 

The engine swap over is fitting neatly into our out of season break, with 'Jaffa' being taken to 'River 
Shack boats' in Christchurch for the engine refit.  They will also put the old Yamaha 20hp, up for sale in 
their boat house which should reduce the overall outlay for us. 

Hopefully, 2022 will be much more settled than 2020 and 2021, and some of our volunteers who were 
not comfortable helping due to possible exposure to covid will be returning. 

Richard Savill 

 

FROM OUR HANSA REPRESENTATIVE:  STEVE KITSON 

2021 Hansa Worlds - Palermo - Sicily Y&Y Report + Results. 

As you may know “Hansa Team GB & Ireland”, consisting of 7 sailors  
supported by 6 family members and 2 volunteers took part in the 2021  
Hansa World Championships in Palermo-Sicily from 2 to 9 October. 

Big congratulations to Paul Phillips of Frensham Pond getting 3rd place in the 
Liberty class and to Rory McKinna of Clyde Sailing Club getting 3rd place in the 

303 single class. 

Our race team got together to compete in the last two events in the Hansa TT series for this year.  

• Bristol with Rowena in 2.3 - 2nd place and Andy and myself 303 double - 1st  

• Frensham, we had a big turnout with Alan & Natalia Hillman 1st, Jane and myself getting 3rd, and 
with Andy sailing a 303 single.  Our NFS team was awarded the 3rd place trophy.  Many congrats 
to them all. 

I would like to thank Richard for keeping our boats in tip top condition and all the volunteers in  
helping in loading the trailer.  Also a thanks to John and Roy for the work on the trailer. 

Steve Kitson 
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FROM OUR TREASURER:  ANDY HOLMES 
 

With the relaxation of the covid restrictions our sailors were able to return to sailing in 

early August for the first time in more than a year and a half. One of the changes that we 

have introduced this year is a new card payment system which we have used for the pay-

ment of membership and sailing fees.  This has worked very well and has meant that our 

volunteers no longer have to handle any cash. 

At the start of this year, we were able to buy a new 303 Hansa Access dinghy which has been named  

“Flo Bo” in memory of Valerie Brown who kindly left NFS a bequest of £10,000.  

Our financial year ended at the end of October and so I am now in the process of preparing the Annual 

accounts.  Despite losing more than half of this years’ sailing season due to the restrictions, our financial 

position remains remarkably good.  We ended the financial year with more money in the bank than a year 

ago.  This is in part due to the fact that under a special fee agreement with Spinnaker Sailing Club this 

year the fees that we paid them reflected membership and sailing fees actually collected.  We have also 

continued to receive generous donations from our donors. 

Andy Holmes 

 
FROM OUR EVENTS ORGANISER:  ANGELA BENTLEY 
     

 
Dates for 2022  
 
NFS Christmas Lunch  
Monday 6 December 2021.  Start time 12.30 for 13.00.  
 
Refresher courses 
Not yet confirmed but likely to be in the two weeks immediately before the start of normal sailing due on 
5 April 2022 
 
TT Nationals Regatta  
Wednesday 4 May 2022 Start time 8.30am  
 
Angela Bentley 
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HANSA TT RACE AT NFS— 5 MAY 2021 

We did manage to hold one of the Hansa TT Races at NFS .  Below is an extract from Malcolm’s report of 

the event, which was also published in “Yachts and Yachting.com”. 

“The New Forest TT on 5 May was the second to be run under the continuing Covid restrictions.  This 

required more than usual liaison to ensure that the optimum level of entries and competition could be 

promoted within the social distancing and other limitations on two person sailing and boat handling. 

The consequences of this were restricting visiting boats to only the Liberty and 2.3 classes, with all 303 

competitors using New Forest boats, and restricting two-person 303s to members of the same  

household. This resulted in only one entry  - by the Hillmans.  In many ways this made for smoother 

running on the day as most things had to be worked through, documented and communicated  

beforehand.  Despite the limitations, the day very much had the feel of a normal regatta and  

competitors and volunteers alike were delighted to see a return to such a degree of normality.   

In the event there were 18 boats competing and excellent racing was 

enjoyed. The weather was (comparatively) kind, with the wind being 

largely westerly, coming off the lake shore over the Race hut. This 

makes for a reaching start (at least on starboard) and a tricky wind 

shadow close to the shore.  As usual with the Blashford Lake  

conditions, the wind swirled and varied with frequent small, strong 

squalls.  Although the wind was quite strong, but within safe limits, 

no boats chose to reef, wisely or not!  Three races were run back-to-

back allowing for one discard.  

The 303 one person was the largest class with 10 entries and Natalia and Alan Hillman started with 

them. The top 5 boats, including the Hillmans, shared the top 5 positions in every race except for one, 

when Steve Kitson achieved a 5th (4th one person), so there was strong 

consistency between these racers and this consistency largely spread 

down through the fleet. The surprise, for the regular Hansa TT sailors, 

was the presence of New Forests’ secret weapon Richard Bickford.  He 

achieved an impressive 1st, 1st and 3rd to give an overall 1st position.  

Rory Mckinna and Mike Everitt were 2nd and 3rd respectively,  

reversing their 2nd and 1st comparative positions from the previous TT 

race at Whitefriars.  James Woosnam maintained his position  

immediately behind these two and Steve Kitson was only one point  

behind James.  Natalia and Alan Hillman were the sole entry in the two person class but competed well 

with the one person boats to enjoy close racing and achieve two 3rd places and a 2nd in the combined 

fleets.  

The Libertys had three entries and the class was closely contested as usual with all three gaining a 1st 

position.  

This was the 2.3s first TT outing this season and it was good to see four boats in the fleet. The two  

visiting boats were Lindsay Burns and Lara Sturgis from Frensham.  In the event Lindsay sustained her 

dominance, winning both the first two races and being able retire from the third race and save her  

energy.  Rowena Marsh won the third race and had been immediately behind Lindsay in the earlier  

races so was a clear 2nd overall followed by Andy Holmes and Lara, who tied on 6 points, but Andy 

gained the 3rd position having beaten Lara in the final race.”  



 6 

New Forest Sailability 21st Anniversary 

Report by Malcolm Bentley 

We celebrated our 21st anniversary on Wednesday 8 September at Spinnaker with an event that  
included the naming and launching of a new boat plus our annual volunteer appreciation day. 

Several of our founding volunteers from 2000 were present including Rory Morrison 
MBE, who outlined how the organisation had grown from nothing to progressively  
acquiring boats, equipment, volunteers and of course sailors to be the vibrant  
operation that it is today.  Now, of course, we typically could have 60 sailors out on any 
one day using our 15 boats and needing around 25 volunteers for smooth running.  
Rory was awarded her MBE by the Queen for her services to NFS, and NFS itself  
received the Queen’s Award for Volunteer Service in 2012.  

Founding chairman, Eric Blyth, was also present and he with Michael Lingam-Willgoss, 
a prominent local supporter, named and launched the new boat “Twelfth Night”.  This new 303 boat 
was funded by an anonymous donation.  We rely entirely on donations to buy boats (and other facilities 
such as pontoons) and the range of supporters is demonstrated by this boat and others named in 
recognition or memory of donors, golf clubs (Ferndown and Crane Valley) whose captains have chosen 
NFS as their charity, and Morrisons supermarkets. 

The commodore of Spinnaker Sailing Club, Hywel Morris, attended along with fellow committee  
member Dick Meredith as the two organisations enjoy a strong, mutually beneficial relationship. 

It was a gorgeous day and great to see such a good turn out of volunteers both old and new.  Val  
decorated the deck magnificently with her handmade bunting and balloons.  

Richard organised some “friendly”/ “fun” racing in perfect sailing  
conditions and we managed to get about 25 people on the water racing 
in 7 boats.  Volunteer skippers were paired with crew drawn from those 
with less experience or who rarely sail.  There was close competition in 
two heats and then a final, won by receptionist Tash Stephenson helmed 
by the chairman, Malcolm Bentley. 

Editor:  Call that “fun” or a “fix”? 

     OK—Well done, Tash.  You obviously were the skipper on that 
     boat. 

We had about 35 for our bring and share lunch so as usual there was an 
abundance of food. 

Finally, a big thank you to Xav who played a selection of sea shanties 
which set the scene beautifully to accompany the launching of  Twelfth 
Knight . 
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FROM OUR FIRST BOASTWAIN—MIKE (SPIKE) SPENCER 

This is a follow up from the article in the 21st Celebration Issue 
 

Fings ain’t what they used to be 

As I said previously, I joined NFDS in about 2004 after reading a local newspa-
per report that a disabled youngster had been awarded for her enthusiasm and sailing success.   
Chairman Eric had included his standard appeal for new volunteers.  I was about to retire so I called and 
offered my time.  After hearing my abbreviated CV, he bit my arm off and I joined immediately, soon to 
find myself as Boatswain and part of a Committee sub-group developing Operating Guidance and  
Volunteer training material.  Having previously had no involvement with disability other than flying battle 
casualties to the nearest field hospital, I was a bit nervous of this unknown social interaction.  However, I 
soon found that every individual is different and most are willing to freely discuss their support needs so I 
soon slipped comfortably into the NFDS family.  This assimilation was speeded by supporting Keith Harris 
(Tetraplegic) who was learning to sail and race the single seat servo boat.  Keith’s amazing story is a  
complete article on its own so readers who did not know him will have to wait for another time. 

In those early days, the NFDS fleet was considerably smaller than now and 
facilities at the lake adequate but ripe for development.  As I said in my previ-
ous article, although the weed was not so much of an issue, the water level 
sometimes suffered extreme level changes so that the pontoon frequently 
had to be moved at the beginning and end of the day. 

Those constraints plus the small fleet meant that the sailing rate was very low 
compared to today.  However, that step-changed in 2007 when, after a significant fundraising challenge, 
the (first) WALCON pontoon was installed just in time for that years’ TT event.  Almost immediately, the 
weekly sailing rate doubled and focus shifted to volunteer numbers and an efficient booking-in system.  
Operations and the fleet grew steadily with the hugely enjoyable annual TT races and a growing cadre of 
our own sailors interested in racing both at home and away.   

One of the most notable successes was when NFDS was invited to host the Sailability Nationals in 2012.  
The weather throughout was unkind and the final day almost cancelled with 30+kt gusts.  However, 
sailing was not the only excitement that day as the galley suffered a major electrical fire just after 
lunchtime!  While everyone stood in the carpark watching firemen pulling the clubhouse walls apart, it 
was realised that everyone was safe (and fed) so staying out of the way was greatly improved by embark-
ing for the final race!  The admin team also triumphed by their forethought of conducting post-race cere-
monies and meal at the Sandyballs holiday park. 

At first storage facilities were rather limited; a small cupboard in the Clubhouse and shared use of an  
adjacent shed for chandlery and boat spares.  We then constructed our own small shed behind the  
clubhouse with the luxury of an electrical supply for boat batteries and radios.  This was later demolished 
for the current “Rob’s Shed” but now without mains electricity.  Solar panels have given basic charging 
facilities and since then the NFDS team has continued to make incremental improvements to keep the 
operation running well. 

I jumped ship four years ago to help Eric launch the Testwood group, intending that departure to be for 
the first two seasons at most.  But life rarely follows such fixed plans.   Fortunately, Richard Savills’  
timely arrival enabled him to replace me as a most able NFDS Boatswain.  My absence regretfully means 
that there are now many NFDS volunteers unknown to me.  Hopefully, I will be able to return to  
Blashford Lake sometime.  (Ed:  We hope so too, Spike.) 

Spike 
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MEMBERS NEWS 

Sadly we have to report the news of the deaths of members over the last year. 

 

Ray Chipping 

We have received the very sad news of Rays death from his widow 
Mary.  Ray died of an unexpected heart attack on 25 June.  He had 
been a volunteer for many years. 

A number of our members have commented how sorely he will be 
missed, and how he was always willing and ready to help.  Val Ste-
vens commented that she still remembers the days that Ray and 
Mary used to help Rob and Libby cooking for our BBQs.  

 

           
                    Ray and Tash at our  
                 volunteer appreciation day 2018 

 

Alex Jones  

Jane Meloy wrote to let us know that her son, Alex, had passed away in March 2021.   

“I write to say a ‘Thank you’ to all your team who made sailing possible for my son, Alex Jones.   
He enjoyed it very much, until he got too tall for the little boats.  And then kindly your guys took Alex out 
in the safety boat. 

It is with great sadness I tell you that Alex passed away on 5th March.  Another hospital admission for 3 
weeks with pneumonia that took him from us.” 

 

Alan Marshall 

Judy Marshall's husband Alan died on 11th October.  Alan was a regular volunteer until a few years ago 
when ill health prevented him from coming along anymore.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

Alan and Judy Marshall at our                    
Christmas lunch 2016 
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MEMBERS NEWS Cont. 

Mary White 

Mary died on 28 July after a short illness.  To say it was a shock is an understatement as she was jointly 
writing some memories for our 21st anniversary newsletter only a few weeks before.  All those who 
worked with her, in particular, still find it difficult to believe that Mary will not be there “organising” us.  
Below is an extract from the eulogy given by her daughter, Helen, at the celebration of Mary’s life. 

“Born the youngest of 3 girls during the war years, I’m sure her and her older sister Margaret are putting 
the world to right up in heaven.  Anne, the middle sister, tells me that she and Mum were often mistaken 
for twins when they were little, and they definitely got up to all sorts.  But a childhood under rations had 
an impact on Mum throughout her life – waste not want not was totally a way of being for her. 

She went to the Convent school in Chester and made lifelong friends there.  The travelling to school  
together on the steam train definitely features strongly in all of their memories and I think it is probably 
fair to say if you were an adult you didn’t want to be in their carriage!!  Apparently, Mum had to sit in the 
front of classes to stop her talking.   

During her college years she met Norman and they married in 1966.   The day before she died was their 
55th Wedding anniversary and one of the nurses asked them what was the secret of their success?  
Mary’s response straight away was “I’m still training him” and I think she is still training us all.   

As an ex-pat, Mary volunteered for many organisations and was presented with an award by Barbara 
Bush for her volunteering work.  

On returning to the UK, Mary and Norman settled in Ringwood where she eventually volunteered with 
Sailability.  This was the ultimate irony as, apparently, Mary hated sailing!  Norman had several boats 
over the course of their life together and Mary was always the most reticent of sailors so ending up dedi-
cating many happy hours to a sailing charity was definitely not on the cards!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary and Norman White at our volunteer appreciation day 2018  (a rare photo of Mary in a boat!) 
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AOB—or “GOSSIP” 

 

• A warning from Stuart Foreman.  Walking backwards on the launch pontoon is bad for your very 

expensive prescription sunglasses.  Particularly when you fall off the end, into the water and your 

sunglasses end up in the mud at the bottom of the lake—lost forever.  Doh!  And, apparently, it is 

useful to have spare clothes in your car if you don’t want to spend the rest of the day drying out. 

• Technical update from Val Stevens.  When operating the boat recovery winch to bring a boat up 

the slipway it is apparently necessary to put a trolley underneath the boat first—rather than to try 

to attach the winch foot directly to the boat.  According to Val (and verified by Angela Bentley who 

was manoeuvring the boat at the time) there is just nowhere to  attach the winch directly to the 

boat.  Incidentally, Val would like to thank the men standing around, laughing, for eventually 

pointing out the bl***ing obvious!  Double Doh! 

• Rory would like to clarify that the photo in the 21st Celebration Issue showing her in a capsized 

boat was, actually, her demonstrating that it is impossible to capsize one of our boats.  Ummm—if 

you say so, Rory! 

 

Please let me have any news about our volunteers/ sailors/ operations generally which might be of  

interest for future issues.  I always like a funny story! 

newseditor@newforestsailability.co.uk 

 

 

 


