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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION 

I hope you all got through the winter keeping hold of some sanity!    

We have had our virtual AGM and the committee reports are summarised in this newsletter. 

The shed boys are hopeful of getting the boats ready to go on the water for sailing at the beginning of 

April. Based on RYA guidance and discussions with Spinnaker, Malcolm Bentley expects sailing to be pos-

sible from the beginning of April on the same basis as last year: unfortunately only for independent sail-

ors and without safety boat cover.  He has again stressed that if any sailors who have previously sailed 

single-handed but are not skippers would like to consider sailing on this basis then please get in touch 

with him or Richard Savill.  Full details including for booking boats will be issued shortly so please get in 

touch if you would like these.  

We are working on the assumption of running our TT regatta on Wednesday 5 May with some significant 

limitations and Malcolm is working closely with Hansa, the RYA and Spinnaker. Again, details will be is-

sued shortly but please make a note of the date.  

At present the relaxation of restrictions on 21 June should allow a return for our sailors with two people 

in our boats and normal help with hoisting etc.  Refresher training will be in the 

two weeks before starting. 

So, in the absence of news on any other activities, I am including a bit about 

what happened with our sailing last year.  Well—the photos break up the 

writing!  And perhaps might encourage you to come along to sail, when we are 

allowed to!             Both 2.4s plus a 303! 

Again, as soon as we are allowed, Angela Bentley (our events organiser) is keen to arrange a social event 

to get us back together. 

It would, though, be remiss of me not to mention that some of our long-standing members died over the 

last year.  If there are any others of which I am unaware, I apologise for not including them.  However, I 

am including short pieces on those that I do know about. If you would like to include any news or points 

in future newsletters, please let me know.  

Rowena Marsh 

Chairman:  Malcolm Bentley 

Editor:         Rowena Marsh 

newseditor@newforestsailability.co.uk 

Dates for your diary: Provisional 

TT Nationals Regatta  
Wednesday 5th May 2021  
NFS Christmas Lunch  
Monday 6th December 2021 
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NOTES FROM THE AGM HELD (REMOTELY ON ZOOM) 17 FEBRUARY 2021 

 

 

 

  

 

 Malcolm Bentley   Andy Holmes    Pete Coulson         Richard Savill 

 Chairman     Treasurer     Secretary          Bosun 

 

 

 

 

 

 Andrew Allen  Stefan Hart     Angela Bentley    Steve Kitson 

 Members Rep        Membership Secretary    Events Organiser   Race Representative 

        & Volunteer Co-ordinator 

 

The full AGM Minutes were sent to members on 18 February 2021.  The main points were as follows. 

• Whilst assisted sailing for our usual sailors was not possible in 2020, some volunteers (both able 
and disabled) were able to sail for part of the season. 

• It is difficult to assess how many volunteers we will need for the forthcoming season but we 
hope to welcome back previous volunteers and any new people willing to help. 

• Sailing was again hampered by the growth of weed in the lake towards the end of the season, 
and we are actively seeking a weed clearing boat to enable us to manage—if not eliminate—the 
problem, although currently Spinnaker have deferred the decision. 

• Whilst the normal income was not received (as there was no sailing and minimal membership 
fees), we again received generous donations, which enabled us to pay our annual expenses and 
to consider buying the weed boat. 

• The start of the 2021 sailing season is dependent on the Government and RYA rules and guid-
ance during this Covid pandemic. 

• Some events have been pencilled in, including a 21 years operating celebration and the TT Race 
day. 

 

From a volunteer member point of view, the Zoom AGM was a success, with around 30 members 
attending virtually.  The only complaint was that the normal “bring and share” lunch was missing! 
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FROM OUR BOSUN:  RICHARD SAVILL 

Here’s hoping we get a lot more sailing in this year, even though there will be a de-

layed start to our season. 

‘Twelfth Knight’ (No.12) our latest addition to the 303 fleet, is still patiently waiting 

to get her bottom wet. 

Last year a number of our skippers were able to get out on the water and enjoy 

some fun sailing, some of which was in very challenging conditions, as on several 

occasions we had quite strong winds.  Social distancing and sanitizing the boats was the order of the 

day, but it gave us a chance to maintain our skills. 

We all missed taking our visiting sailors out in the dinghies and for trips around the lake on ‘Tango’, 

observing the wild life and meeting up with our fellow volunteers. 

The dinghy fleet should be ready by the end of March, providing we can meet up to rig and prep the 

boats, in time for a start at the beginning of April.  Subject to whatever guidelines we are given by the 

Government, the RYA and Spinnaker Sailing our host club. 

The Sea Gulls and the Coots are making the most of having the Lake and the pontoons to themselves, 

the water level is high, although not over the pontoon as it was a few years ago. 

Hopefully by the time Rowena puts our next Newsletter together, I will have a bit more to report on 

the sailing. 

Richard Savill 

 

 

 

FROM OUR HANSA REPRESENTATIVE:  STEVE KITSON 

Obviously, nothing much has happened in the “real” world but the Hansa 

Winter Virtual Racing Series re-started in January 2021.  This is again, a Vir-

tual Regatta sailing competition with 10 events running until 23 March 

2021.  The link to the virtual sailing is: 

Hansa Class UK  www.hansaclass.org.uk 

 

You will need to provide some details— and make up a pseudo/ nickname but you can have some fun 
with that! 

Hansa Class UK also had a link to the Virtual RYA Dinghy Show which took place on 27/28 February 
2021.  It is worth checking the Hansa website for more virtual events during the lockdowns. 

The “real” Hansa TT race is due to take place at our club on Wednesday 5 May.  Fingers crossed that 
this can go ahead.   

Steve Kitson 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjQ-uHUuYDvAhWREMAKHZT9DicQFjACegQIBBAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hansaclass.org.uk%2F&usg=AOvVaw2baFVI0xrkonHnPyi1oyAo
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SAILING IN 2020 

So what did happen to sailing in 2020? 

Richard, the bosun, and his brilliant volunteers got three 303s ready to go on the water but it quickly 

became apparent that another one was needed so a further 303 (with a single seat) was prepped and 

put in (Xav was a regular sailor in this one).  Tony and Mags Ryle did their usual superb work and got 

the two 2.4s in as well and as there were no other calls on time, these were extremely well used.      

Stuart Foreman acted as safety boat cover, with assistance from John Flintoft and anyone else availa-

ble, once it became clear that  safety boat cover for weed problems should be provided.   

Stuart also acted as unofficial photographer on the water, 

with other people also chipping.  A selection are added here—

to add some “colour”!       

               

     Safety boat crew on “red alert” 

 

          

   

   

   

   

    

   

   

   

              Not always enough wind             OK—I couldn’t resist this one 

The skippers had 1.5 hour “slots” to sanitise the boats, go sailing, then sanitise after sailing and we 

needed radios to contact the safety boat, in case of weed.  Stuart needs a special mention here for not 

only his constant attendance on the safety boat but sorting out the radios, and getting the sanitising 

equipment down to the pontoons.  This made the skippers lives just so much easier. 

As usual, there was a mixture of no wind, too much wind, rainy and cold days, 

and some sparkling sailing.  And, although Spinnaker tried to control the weed, 

this was again a major frustration for a few weeks.   

The boats had to be out of the water by the end of October (insurance condi-

tions plus maintenance crew “shut down” for the winter) and although it would 

be great in theory to carry on, by that time the weather was getting cold and 

the skippers enthusiasm was waning.  And then, of course, we went into tiered 

and then total lockdown.  But if we are allowed, can we will go sailing again  

next year please! 

And of course, the usual weed problem 
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FROM OUR EVENTS ORGANISER:  ANGELA BENTLEY 

 

 
Provisional dates for 2021 
 
Refresher courses 
Currently cancelled and to be reorganised when allowed in the two weeks immediately before the start 
of normal sailing, presently hoped for from 21 June. 
 
First Aid Course by Dorset Marine Training  
March/April RYA 9am to 6pm This course is fully booked but date to be confirmed  
 
Disability Awareness Course  
Date to be confirmed  
 
Toasting our 21st Anniversary - yes 21st Anniversary!  
Originally planned for April but this will now be later in the year. 
 
TT Nationals Regatta  
Wednesday 5 May 2021 Start time 8.30am  
 
Volunteer Appreciation Day with fun Races 
Wednesday 30 June 2021 . Start time 10.30am, Lunch 12.30  
 
Ringwood Carnival 
Saturday 18th September 2021  Start time 5.30pm  
 
NFS Christmas Lunch  
Monday 6th December Start time 12.30 for 13.00.  
 
Angela Bentley 
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Reflections on Sailability from Tom Glasson 

I started volunteering at Sailability in 2002 – after my wife, Liz, met Rory at a drinks party on Boxing Day   
2001.  Well, after meeting Rory volunteering was inevitable! 

During the following year it was suggested that we attended a Sailability Regatta in France.  Keith, a very 
competent but severely disabled lad, who used to steer his boat using his tongue, suggested that we 
should take part, and Rory and I agreed to accompany him and his carer.   

We duly hooked up a couple of boats and loaded Keith’s van with all that we needed for the long week-
end in France and enjoyed our trip across the channel on the Barfleur.  Every time we loaded Keith into 
his van, we had to unhitch the boats as his only way in was by the back door!  All rather complicated and 
a time-consuming operation but whilst in Cherbourg I did manage to visit my favorite wine shop and buy 
a box of white wine to ease the pain of our long weekend in France! We were all looking forward to what 
France had to offer, and with four us in the van, and in high spirits, the journey down the motor way 
soon passed.  Nevertheless, we were all very pleased to arrive at our destination close to the city of 
Nantes.    

The accommodation we were offered was very adequate for our weekend. All we really needed was a 
bed and a shower, and so that afternoon I took my life in my hands and had a sail with Rory!!  Then in the 
evening we found a nearby restaurant and enjoyed a meal. 

The day of the sailing event started bright and sunny, but it soon became exceptionally hot. Unfortunate-
ly, there wasn’t a breath of wind so sailing was postponed until later in the day.  Sadly, the day remained 
very calm and still but very warm. I like the heat, but this was exceptional. Our hosts had erected a large 
marquee which was to be used for the intended presentation that evening - but no racing, no presenta-
tion!  The French however certainly know to entertain their guests. They laid on very good meal but as 
far as my memory goes no booze - how boring is that!  A good job we had our own supply.  The following 
day was Sunday but as it was still windless and extremely hot, we spent the day very quietly and got the 
boats ready for our return home. Whilst we were still there, we met several people who had attended 
our open days at Spinnaker and although I’m not sure we were officially invited, nevertheless we joined 
our new friends for a drink and a BBQ that evening.  The other day I found a whole set of pictures on my 
computer taken of that occasion, including a picture of Keith looking worse for wear - he must have 
found my supply of wine! 

Our journey home was pretty uneventful but overall, we really enjoyed our trip to France.   

For some reason, the trip has never been repeated. Perhaps the French have given up having sailing 
events!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     Keith on left in his chair        Rory 5th on the left side of the table      Al Fresco lunch—and why not! 
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MEMBERS NEWS 

Sadly we have to report the news of the deaths of members over the last year. 

Valerie Brown—From her daughter, Michelle Keen 

“Mum was a member of the Sea Scouts as a youngster.  Her father had several boats over her childhood 
and she loved sailing with him in all weathers, mainly on the Thames as they lived in the Southend area of 
Essex. 

Unfortunately motherhood, family life and then illness took her away from sailing for a long time, but she 
always loved going to the waterfront, watching the boats and ships and being near the water. When she 
finally moved down to Ringwood after my father had passed away, she met you all at one of the Ring-
wood Family days on Carvers and was hooked again! Her schedule revolved around her two days of possi-
ble sails in a week and she was ultimately very happy when she was out on the water with you all, regard-
less of wind strength, weed issues or anything!  

I have attached a photo of Mum as a Sea Scout on a trip to Salcombe in June 1958 
(2nd from the right seated).  I believe this would have been her last trip with them 
as she was just at the point of turning 18.” 

 

Ray Ford— His daughter Bev notified us with these words 

I'm saddened to inform you that my father passed away last Sunday morning 28th 
June, thankfully peacefully at home where he wished to be.  Dad really enjoyed 
sailing with you all and this was the highlight of his week since losing mum.  I can-
not thank you all enough for helping him make so many happy memories in 
the last few years. 

Some tributes from NF Sailability Volunteers 

He was a hard working volunteer and will be sadly missed.’ – Peter Coulson 

‘Really sad news. Sorry to see such a nice guy will no longer be with us. ’ -  Chris Wales 
 
‘Really sorry to the sad news of Ray (Mr nice guy).  A lovely man and a fellow volunteer through and 
through.’ - Steve Kitson 
 
‘Nice to hear so many happy memories of a friend and fellow volunteer. Not a bad memorial. My own 
memories include fishing him out of the wet stuff when he slid in between boat and pontoon wearing 3 
tonnes of all-weather clothing, with the assistance of Charles.’ – Brent Coleman 
 
‘Such sad news, what a loss to us all.  One of nature’s gentlemen who will be sorely missed..’ – Gareth 
Peaston  
 
‘Dear old Ray... he truly was one of the loveliest people. Will think of him next time I'm able to get out on 
the water.’ – Alex Bellars 
 
My own thoughts are of Ray helping out on the pontoon and as soon as the last sailor was in a boat, of 
him taking out a spare boat to have a personal sail at the end of the day.  And of having to eventually call 
him in—he was having such a great time out there!  - Rowena Marsh 
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MEMBERS NEWS Cont. 

 Brian Johnson 

Brian has died at the age of 90.  He was a delightful, gentle and forever helpful friend and a very willing 
volunteer, both on Thursday race training days and normal days, and very much enjoyed driving the safe-
ty boat, often at a good speed. He had been unwell this year but prior to that his energy and strength 
(regularly carrying around several race marker buoys for example) belied his age. 

From the eulogy of his son – also Brian 

“As you know dad had a love of the water and had many adventures.  Dad never did learn to swim, but 
hey who needs to swim when out on the sea!  Not being able to swim never deterred him, he was a natu-
ral behind a wheel, whether it be a car, tractor or boat he was happy.  

The last few years he helped out at Sailability near Ringwood and loved helping the disabled to enjoy the 
love of sailing, but again he was never happier than when speed was involved so the safety boat may 
have gone faster at times than it should have. 

Talking of speed when dad went on the zip wire, just 7 weeks before he passed on, his thought whilst at 
the top was ‘I wonder how fast I will go’ and he seemed disappointed that it was only in the region of 45 
miles an hour, whilst suspended on a wire! 

Dad did a lot in his life and this is just touching on the surface but whoever you talk to I think they all say 
the same, Brian was always whistling!” 

 

Bob Morris 

Bob Morris passed away suddenly on 9 November 2020 from a Pulmonary Embolism, a 
great sadness and loss for Sylvia and Sally. 

Bob was a design engineer and worked on Concord in Bristol in the 70’s then on nuclear 
submarines before he retired. He loved to watch the 5 nations and then the 6 nation rug-
by matches. He loved solving problems and DIY. He had a very dry sense of humour.  

He certainly liked solving admin issues at Sailability and introduced various systems to try to make life 
easier for reception volunteers. 

John Thackray 
A keen NFDS sailor, John passed away in November 2020, aged 84. 
 
He was a keen walker, and former Chairman of the  New Forest Ramblers' Group.  He was also a member 
of Christchurch Sailing Club, enthusiastically sailing first his Mirror and then Scow dinghy in local waters. 
He sailed in the Tall Ship Sir Winston Churchill as part of his 60th birthday year celebrations as well as 
climbing the more difficult non-tourist route, and nearly perishing on Mount Kilimanjaro. 
 
He had obtained an Honours degree in engineering, and a Masters in later years. He worked on several 
engineering projects, eventually in the water industry where he became renowned for his original and 
sometimes radical thinking and refusal to be deterred by obstacles.  Whilst at Severn Trent he became 
involved with the fledgling Water Aid Charity. He championed direct contributions from employees' sala-
ries – resulting in a firm foundation for the charity. He was a stalwart supporter for almost 40 years, vis-
iting their projects and assisting where possible. 
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MORE MEMBERS’ NEWS 

CHRIS PYE   

Chris has is doing some fairly “whacky” fundraising.  He writes as follows. 

“Last year when in lockdown for the first time I decided to cut my hair in style of a Mohican.  Then in June 
I thought it would be fun to dye it and decided would do this in aid of Versus Arthritis.   

On Facebook I asked people to vote on dying my hair either red or blue.  The majority said blue, so on 
31st July 2020 it was cut and dyed blue as in picture.   

It was requested that I should dye my hair red for Christmas so at the beginning of December I had my 
hair dyed red.  In total I have raised £556.00 for Versus Arthritis. 

When allowed I will be dying my hair gold for the summer hopefully in April.” 

If you would like to contribute to this very good cause, here is Chris’ fundraising site. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/CHRIS-PYE010   

               These photos are just brilliant! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Calling Reception Volunteers 
 
Liz Holmes is arranging two or possibly three walks for our Reception Volunteers who don't sail and want 
to do something socially to keep in touch.  At present, Liz can take groups of only 6 people, including her-
self.  The details are as follows: 
 
*Thursday 22 April at 10am - a 5 mile hilly walk starting at Hyde School Car Park/ Cricket Ground.  
 4 people booked at present – space for 2 more. 
 
*Thursday 22 April at 2 pm - a shorter flatter 3 mile walk from Hyde School Car Park/ Cricket Ground.   
5 people booked at present – space for 1 more. 
 
*Friday 23 April at 10am - a 5 mile hilly walk starting at Hyde School Car Park/ Cricket Ground.  
1 person booked at present – space for 5 more. 
 
Possibility of having a coffee at The Potting Shed (5 min walk from the Car Park at Hyde Farm Shop) or 
bring your own. 
 
Liz is willing to organise a wheelchair friendly “walk” in future, if anyone is interested. 
 
All this is dependent on restrictions but Liz has set up a Reception Volunteer Whats App group for com-
munication and booking in.  Please contact Liz if you are interested on 01425 472422.  

https://trk.justgiving.com/f/a/jV5kTbh9coi8i44XTad0ZA~~/AAME8QA~/RgRiJIGpP0ThaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuanVzdGdpdmluZy5jb20vZnVuZHJhaXNpbmcvQ0hSSVMtUFlFMDEwP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1sY19mcnBfc2hhcmVfdHJhbnNhY3Rpb25fZnVuZHJhaXNlcl9wYWdlX2xhdW5jaGVkJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PTgzNmZjNzIyLW
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BLAST FROM THE PAST 

OUR “NEW” PONTOON BEING BUILT IN 2007 

 

The original pontoon was the plastic/ rubber block construction with a ramp 

from the shore to the pontoon at an angle.   

When the water in the lake was low, the ramp looked more like the start of a 

ski jump.  This made for an “exciting” journey to the boats for anyone—let 

alone people with walking aids or in wheelchairs.   

The pontoon has since been extended with the addition of the “T” section at 

the water end.  Let’s hope we can use it again soon! 


