
Chairman’s report 2021 
 
It was a great pleasure for sailors and volunteers alike to be back on the water this season, many of 
you having missed out entirely in 2020, even if we could not start until 10th August. Generally 
the weather was kind and we lost little sailing due to bad weather and the weed largely stayed away 
as well, which was an added bonus. 
 
Prior to general starting, in May we ran a successful Traveller’s Trophy event with Richard Bickford 
claiming a first prize and Steve Kitson and the rest of the race team also doing well. 
 
Numbers were undoubtedly lower than two years ago both in sailors and volunteers, probably with 
around half the number of sailors. We have no desire to return to the previous peak levels, which 
saw 70 sessions on some days, and made it too frenetic and stressful. On the other hand we 
would happily have more sailors and we have the boats available; the limiting factor would be 
having enough volunteers. 
 
We were delighted to welcome a number of new sailors and quite a few of you now have log books 
for the Certificates of Achievement giving plenty to work on when we restart next year, which 
should be at the beginning of April. 
 
We will be running a modest social media marketing campaign from January to try and attract new 
sailors and volunteers, however the most effective thing is of course word of mouth. We can all help 
in a couple of ways: 

• Try and always have the benefit of Sailability in the back of your mind and think who 
amongst your range of family, friends, colleagues etc., and new people when you meet 
them, could benefit from it, whether as a sailor or volunteer. Maybe particularly as 
people's circumstances change for example with work, retirement, health, family....... 
such that a new interest and activity is desired. 

• If you are a member of a club, organisation, society or charity, think whether other members 
may include likely candidates to benefit from Sailability. Possible examples are sailing and 
yacht clubs, and organisations working with specific health issues such as strokes, spinal 
injuries, MS or amputees. We can try and reach these members through the club's or 
organisation's newsletters, emails or giving short talks if you can provide the initial 
contact. 

If you have any ideas or willingness to help please let me know. 
 
There were no changes to the committee during 2021 and all members have indicated a willingness 
to continue through 2021. We owe many thanks to the members of the committee for their 
continuing commitment and effort together with other volunteers. 
 


