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As we all know only too well, 2020 was a very strange year and very challenging for 
many. We were unable to run any assisted sailing for our disabled members and it is a 
great regret that you were not able to enjoy the benefits of sailing, which is such a 
valuable part of many people's lives and contribution to well-being. 

The most we could organise was limited sailing with 6 boats for sailors able to be 
independent. Even this was a challenge and we are grateful for the proactive approach 
that James Oborne, the Spinnaker Chief Instructor, along with the Spinnaker Club 
committee took in devising Covid safe procedures to make this possible. Some 20 
members sailed regularly from June when we started and we even managed a few racing 
afternoons. 

The weed proved to be a worse problem than ever and Spinnaker continued to explore 
solutions, which is no easy task with the lake being both a reservoir and SSSI. Several 
trials were made using a contracted weed boat to rake floating weed from the lake and 
take it ashore and was shown to be a reasonably satisfactory process. We are in close 
discussions with Spinnaker about the acquisition of a weed boat, shore tractor and 
management of the weed clearance. In principle we have agreed that having a weed 
boat, as against using a contractor, is the best plan both on economic grounds and 
operationally, for example allowing weed clearance at short notice when it becomes 
essential. 

As we enter 2021, we very much hope that the currently severe Covid position will 
significantly improve as we get into Spring such that we may see sailing, even if not as 
usual in March, and hopefully a return to sailing for all for a major part of the season. At 
this stage we can only make plans as usual and remain flexible as the sailing season 
approaches and the Covid risk evolves. We will do whatever we can to get members on 
the water as soon as we can and in as large numbers as we can. 

There were no changes to the committee during 2020 and all members have indicated a 
willingness to continue through 2021. Even without much sailing, there remains a fair 
amount of work to be done behind the scenes and we owe many thanks to the members 
of the committee for their continuing commitment and effort. 
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