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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT for 2019 
We had another successful season with the highest number of sailor sessions that we have ever seen 
at 2,949 with our main Tuesdays and Fridays matching their previous high in 2016 and Thursday race 
training being well ahead to push the overall total up. 2,949 compares to 1,944 10 years ago, which is 
an increase of over 50%. 

This increase is despite losing many more days in 2019, primarily due to rain and strong winds, as we 
lost 12 Tuesdays or Fridays compared to only 3 in 2018. 

The weed was again a significant problem this year and interfered with the running of several sailing 
days and limited our enjoyment of the sailing. Spinnaker and the lake owners Wessex Water have held 
a lot of discussion and a test cutting was done with mixed results. They continue to look at solutions, all 
of which have cost implications and may result in NFS having to make a contribution. 

Running power boat trips as an alternative to sailing in our second safety boat was again very 
successful, not least when the weed was at its worst, and is a contributing factor to managing more 
sailor sessions. 

We ran a Hansa Travellers’ Trophy event on the 8th May, which was a great success as usual. 24 boats 
entered across the four Hansa classes and 7 of these were from New Forest Sailability all in the two-
handed 303s in a fleet of 10. New Forest took 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th places by Natalia and Allan Hillman, 
Steve Kitson and Jane Knight, Bob Stanyard and Ray Ford, Dave Joliffe and Angela Cosford 
respectively so an impressive performance. 

This day long event is the busiest of the season with much demanding volunteer work required on 
parking, rigging, launching, pontoon, safety boats, race management, catering etc and many thanks are 
owed to the dedicated band of volunteers. 

The 1st by Natalia and Allan and 2nd by Steve and Jane were also carried through to the season long 
series of 10 events of which 5 results count towards the ranking, so many congratulations to both pairs. 

Natalia and Allan were also 1st at the National Championships and Jane and Angela Cosford were 2nd, 
with three clean 1st and 2nd places respectively not giving the opposition a look in. 

The relative depth of the New Forest racing also gave the team 2nd place in the Ben Ainslie Team 
Trophy, which was won by Frensham, the perennial club with good depth. 

Denise Spiers is stepping down as trustee and secretary at the AGM. She has been secretary for a 
number of years and a stalwart of the Tuesday reception, which hopefully she will continue to be. In 
addition to Denise, Angela and myself retire by rotation as required by the Constitution and we both put 
ourselves forward for re-election. 
The Management Committee is slightly reshuffling the pack regarding responsibilities, partly due to 
Denise’s retirement. Pete Coulson will take over on the role of secretary and his Volunteer Co-Ordinator 
responsibilities will probably be merged with those of membership under Stefan. Outside the 
committee, Steve has offered to take on the DBS work from Rory. 

One gap is co-ordination of the reception activities, their training and liaison between Tuesday and 
Friday teams and with the Management Committee. This is not a time-consuming responsibility nor one 
that requires committee membership and ideas would be welcome, for example a small co-ordinating 
team with perhaps 2 from each day. 

Finally, on behalf of all our sailors, I would like as usual to seek a huge vote of thanks from the floor for 
our magnificent group of volunteers. 


