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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT FOR 2016 

My overall feeling about the 2016 season was that it went well for sailors and volunteers with 
generally decent weather and wind and not undue weed. This is borne out by the sailing statistics 
that show we only cancelled one Tuesday and two Fridays compared to 4 and 3 days respectively in 
2015. 

Sailing sessions were fractional up on Tuesdays by 8% but down on Fridays by 3% and Thursdays up 
by 75% meaning that overall we had an increase of 6% to 2,652. We think that we have capacity to 
welcome more sailors provided we can time their sessions to the quiet times of day, for example 
Friday early afternoons. We continue to be keen to promote active sailing participation, illustrated by 
those that are eagerly working through the Certificates of Achievement programme, which saw a 
good increase in interest in 2016. 

The Thursday increase in numbers arose from running these afternoon sessions for both race 
coaching and sailing instruction for volunteers working towards becoming skippers. This appeared to 
work well with a good level of progress and enjoyment and mixing between the two groups 
depending upon numbers. 

The race team, in terms of competing away from home, has unfortunately reduced to relying solely 
on Martin Hadley and Steve Kitson. On the other hand, their commitment to competing and 
improved performance gave them outstanding results in 2016. They achieved 2nd place in the 
National Championships, 1st in the Northern TT Series and 3rd in the Southern TT Series, which gave 
them 1st place in the overall National TT and they were 3rd in the GP event. In recognition of these 
results they were presented with Lifetime Membership of NFDS at the Christmas lunch. 

Over the weekend of 14, 15 and 16 July 2017 we will be hosting the Hansa National Championships 
at Spinnaker, which we last successfully did in 2012 and this involved racing over the three days with 
a dinner on the Saturday evening. This is a bigger and longer version of the one day TT and please 
put the dates in your diaries as we will need all the volunteers we can muster. We also intend to 
encourage as many of our sailors as possible to compete. 

We saw a good, steady stream of new volunteers during the year and it is a pleasure to welcome you 
all into the NFDS team. Richard will again be co-ordinating refresher training during March and all 
volunteers should make every effort to attend sessions relevant to the volunteer roles they expect to 
be fulfilling this year. The sessions will cover all aspects of running our sailing days including rigging, 
hoists, reception and membership joining, safety boat etc and for this last one we are seeking 
volunteer(s) to act as a man overboard to practice recovery using Jaffa's lowering bow ramp. Please 
step forward (I expect we can provide a dry suit!). 

Three members of the Management Committee are retiring by rotation in accordance with our 
constitution but all have indicated a willingness to stand for re-election. As far as I am aware, no one 
has put themselves forward to join the Committee and fortunately for the time being we are well 
served by the current members. Nevertheless, we are always keen to see new people get involved so 
anyone that thinks they may be interested in contributing in this vital way is encouraged to speak to 
someone on the Committee to find out about it. It need not be an onerous responsibility. 

Finally, on behalf of our sailors, I would like to say a huge thank you to all our volunteers, without 
whom there would be no sailing. 


