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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT FOR 2015 

I think it fair to say that we had a successful and fulfilling 2015: Our 325 sailor members sailed on 56 
days, both increases on the year before, and that is what we are here to do; give the disabled the 
opportunity to sail. The weather and wind were generally fine, although latterly we were a bit blighted 
by weed. 

We made an effort to promote the RYA Certificates of Achievement and it was very rewarding to see 
the enthusiasm with which several sailors pursued the different tasks and levels. 

Further up the scale, the race team trained diligently and, as always, I would like to say a huge thank 
you on their behalf to Marcus, who has to fit the coaching in around a very busy schedule of 
professional work and his responsibilities at Chesil Sailability. 

On the racing circuit, for the first time we saw consistent success from the NFDS team with Martin and 
Steve winning the Western and Southern series and being 2nd and 3rd respectively in the Nationals and 
GP series. The other racers also did well and are limited more by the difficulty of getting to events than 
sailing ability. 

For this year we will be running race coaching again on Thursday afternoons and hosting our Travellers' 
Trophy event on Saturday 2 July. 

As I always say, all of this only happens due to our great group of volunteers across all your 
responsibilities, whether reception, maintenance, pontoon, skipper, safety boat or behind the scenes 
and management. 

I very much welcome those of you that started volunteering during the last season, and we are very 
pleased to have seen a steady stream of new faces, and for you, and longer established people, there 
will be a series of refresher training days during March, which I would urge you to attend. Last season 
we introduced a more comprehensive induction and buddy system for new volunteers and hopefully 
this gave people a better, more informed start at NFDS. There is always scope for improvement, so do 
give us any feedback or suggestions. 

We are keen that volunteers learn to sail and will organise this if there is demand and also will 
encourage people to improve with a view to becoming skippers. We need and value other skills as well, 
for example safety boat drivers and first aid. Please let us know if you have up to date qualifications in 
these or other relevant skills as we do keep an eye on numbers to ensure we are adequately covered. 
Spinnaker offer discounts on their Power Boat courses and have arrangements in Poole Harbour too for 
the tidal course. 

I believe our chain of command arrangements worked fine last season, continuing to follow the OOD, 
pontoon co-ordinator and reception model, and so we will continue with that this year. We also ran 
with a Sailing Sub-committee as an interim alternative to a sailing Captain. This was intended to 
demonstrate that, after reassigning the many responsibilities previously handled by the Sailing Captain, 
there should be very little to be done, such that someone would be prepared to take on the Sailing 
Captain role. In the event, there was indeed very little to be done, such that we will continue with 
having the Sailing Sub-committee of Richard, Stefan, Peter and me. 

We have two members standing down from the Committee today, Mary and Jenny. Mary has done an 
excellent job as events co-ordinator and Friday reception supremo, which she has indicated she will 
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continue to do. Jenny has looked after the newsletter and publicity more generally and until the last 
couple of seasons was an active member of the race coaching. They have both put in a large amount of 
work and should be warmly thanked. 

Fortunately we will continue to have a good mix of representation on the committee and we have one 
candidate standing to join as Angela has volunteered to take on Mary's event co-ordination. 

In terms of investments, during last year the clubhouse was completed including the final canopy cover 
that we provided and later on we extended the pontoon to provide more mooring space and brought it 
inshore to keep it dry. 

We are now advancing with plans to tarmac the major part of the car park, which was shown by the 
small survey we conducted to be a considerable hindrance to people going to and from vehicles and the 
clubhouse. 

Richard expands on the fleet and other equipment in his report and Rowena sets out our financial 
position. 

Finally, a big thank you to all volunteers on behalf of our sailors. 
 
 
Malcolm Bentley 
 
NFS Chairman 


