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EVENTS REPORT FOR 2014 
Another busy year has passed and in spite of the late start to the season we managed to 
pack in plenty of 

events and what a wonderful year it was. 

Our year started as usual with the A.G.M. preceded by the First Aid Course, once again 
kindly given by Jackie Hoyle. I was not around for that but gather we had the usual good 
crowd in spite of the different venue, as the club house was still being refurbished. 

March 4th. We had an excellent talk about the work of the Jubilee Trust. In fact one of our 
volunteers sailed on her this year. 

Friday 14 March Disability Awareness Course with Xav. 

As we couldn’t start sailing in April we ran a series of in-house training sessions for 
volunteers. These proved very successful and were well attended so we intend doing it 
again this year, in March. 

More about that nearer the time, but any ideas would be welcome. 

11th. June. Access Travellers meet. For once the weather was kind to us and a great day was 
had by all. 

The tea we supplied for the competitors and volunteers was amazing, so many thanks to all 
who contributed, and helped set it up, and clear up after. 

23rd. June. Monday Club visit and BBQ. Thanks to those who helped with it. 

28th. June. Open Gardens in Verwood organised by the daughter of one of our sailors to 
thank us for our work. It was a great success and the weather held fine for them. We hope 
to buy some new picnic tables with the proceeds. Half the money raised went to help Tom 
Harper go to Australia for the World Championships. 

19th. July. Fordingbridge Show. Several volunteers helped man our stall (well boat) and we 
again had very good feedback from it. Thanks go to those who attended. 

1st. August I attended a dinner at Ferndown Golf Club in aid of their Captain’s charities as we 
are one of them. 

5th. August Annual Waterfest with Sainsbury's Ringwood. We combined this with the launch 
of our 2 new boats, by members of Peter Brigham’s family and members of Bournemouth 
Gilbert and Sullivan Society, who sang very sweetly to us. As usual we had great fun sailing 
and this was followed by a super supper, provided by Sainsbury’s and volunteers. 

August also saw us presented with a cheque for £350 from Waitrose green token scheme./ 

17th. September. Volunteer Appreciation Day with sailing before and after a very good Bring 
and Share lunch, with drinks provided. Those of you who missed it , missed a real treat. 

20th.September. Ringwood Carnival. After missing taking part last year we put in an 
excellent float this year which won us a Highly Commended certificate. The theme was 
Pirates of NFDS.! Many thanks to Richard Buxton for planning and organising it and to all 
who took part. It was a fun evening. 

Tuesday 25 November, Disability Awareness Course with Xav 15th. December. Christmas 
Lunch at Ferndown Golf Club. We tried to do things a bit differently this year, with some 
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carol singing and Father Christmas. Do hope you enjoyed it. Let us know what you thought. 
Ferndown Golf Club presented us with a very nice cheque for £1720 and there is apparently 
more to come in the New Year. Many thanks to them. 

With thoughts on Christmas, I hope I haven’t missed anything out. Sorry if I have forgotten 
something. 

I must give a special thanks to all the team who help me out at these events. They all get on 
so readily with the job that I hardly notice them doing it. Without them I certainly couldn’t 
do my job. 

A date for your diaries, which hopefully is already marked up: 

10th.March. Talk from Help The Heroes at 7p.m. at Spinnaker Sailing Club. All members and 
friends are welcome. So please come in large numbers to support them. 

Tea / Coffee and biscuits / cake will be on sale to raise funds for them and there will be a 
retiring collection. 

 

Mary White 

NFDS Events Organiser (Dec 2014) 


