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EVENTS REPORT FOR 2012 

I think 2012 has been an even busier year than last, with so many varied and enjoyable 
events. My thanks again go to all those who have helped me get through the year and 
particularly Rob and Val who so nobly took over much of the organisation when 
personal circumstances took me away. 

Jan. 11th. The year started with our A.G.M. preceded by our annual First Aid course 
and Bring and Share lunch. We were very lucky to find Jackie Hoyle to give the 
course at the very last minute, when Joe could not do it. Feedback was great, so Jackie 
will be doing it again this year. Thank you, Jackie. 

Feb. 14th. Poulner Players chose us for their Charity Gala Night and we all had a fun 
evening, and considerably swelled the N.F.D.S. coffers. They also gave us the profits 
from their Summer Show. All this was matched by Barclays Bank, which enabled 
them to give us enough money to buy a new boat. 

Feb. saw working parties at Spinnaker clean-up days, and preparation of N.F.D.S. 
boats, ready for the new season. 

Mar. 13 th. Vivian Cherry kindly agreed to give a talk on her experiences as the 
first female skipper in the British Steel Challenge. A good crowd of members 
enjoyed a very enjoyable and entertaining evening. 

March was taken up with fitting-out and training for skippers, racers and safety crew. 
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Apr. 3 . Sailing started and we were immediately into full-on preparation for the 
Nationals. 

Apr.27th.-29th. Access Nationals race weekend. The weather made this somewhat 
challenging, but we got through it and all seemed to have fun. A great meal was had 
on the Sat. evening at Sandy Balls for all participants and volunteers. 

Jun.19th. Wateriest, to celebrate the end of our 2-year sponsorship by Sainsbury's, 
Ringwood. 3 Store managers, and many staff, joined with N.F.D.S. skippers and raced 
each other. Some of us got quite wet! We finished the afternoon with wine (provided 
by Sainsbury's) and refreshments. Hopefully we will repeat the event in 2013. 

Sep 13th. We had a float in the Ringwood Carnival evening procession, very ably built 
by Rob, Val, and Lawrie. It was a wonderful Noah’s Ark and many sailors and 
volunteers joined in the fun, dressed as various animals. We were thrilled to get a first 
prize as the “MOST HUMOUROUS FLOAT” 

Oct 26th. This was our last day of sailing and we celebrated with a huge crowd of 
sailors, volunteers and invited guests watching the Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire 
present the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service to Eric and Natasha on behalf of 
N.F.D.S. In spite of the weather, it was a lovely celebration. 

Dec. 17th. Christmas Dinner at Ferndown Golf Club. 

There were several other events during the year and apologies for those I have left out, 
We look forward to another exciting year in2013 and hope that you will all continue to 



give me the support I need to make these events happen. 


